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A) Background material – Shmot chapter 11, verses 1, 4 – 8 
B) Our unit – Shmot chapter 12, verses  1 - 14 
C) Commentaries 

1) Commentary 1 – Ramban on the Torah, page 157 
2) Commentary 2 – Professor Nachum Sarna, page 158 
3) Commentary 6 – Midrash Raba, page 164 

a) Book of Yechezkel chapter 20, verses 6 - 7 
4) Commentary 5 – Rabbi Yaacov Tzvi Macklenberg, page 163 

D) Passover Hagada 
1) “This is the bread of affliction which our forefathers ate in Egypt” Lechem Oni 

a) “In Egypt”, and not while or after having left Egypt 
b) ‘Bread of affliction” and not the bread of freedom 

(I) Devarim chapter 16, verse 3 

 Breishit chapter 15, verse 13 

 Shmot chapter 1, verses 11 – 12 

 Shmot chapter 3, verse 7 

 Shmot chapter 3, verse 17 

 Shmot chapter 4, verse 31 
2) “This unleavened bread which we now eat, what does it mean? … neither had they made any 

provisions for themselves.” 
a) Eaten after having left Egypt 
b) Not called the bread of affliction 
c) Would seem to symbolize freedom or the flight to freedom 

3) We have found a contradiction within the hagada 
E) The verses of the Torah 

1) Shmot chapter 11, verses  4 – 8 (already seen above) 
2) Shmot chapter 12, verses  1 – 14 (already seen above) 
3) Shmot chapter 12, verses  15 – 20 
4) Shmot chapter 12, verses  21 – 27 
5) Shmot chapter 12, verses  28 – 34, 37 – 39 
6) Shmot chapter 13, verses  1 – 12 

F) First Level of Meaning - Exegesis 
G) Commentators 

1) Masechet Pesachim, page 36a - “Why does the Torah say Lechem Oni? - To exclude dough kneaded with 

wine, oil, or honey.” 
2) Masechet Pesachim,   pages 115b-116a -  “Lechem Oni - … What is the way of the impoverished (ani)? - 

He fuels the oven and his wife bakes, so here also – he fuels the oven and his wife bakes.” 
H) Second Level of Meaning – Religious Philosophy 

1) Vayikra chapter 25, verse 42 
2) Ethics of the Fathers chapter 6, mishna 2 – “Only he who is immersed in Torah is truly free”. 
3) Rebbi Yehudah haLevi , Kol Sherei Rihal, “HaTirdof Na’arut” - 
Temporal slaves are indeed the slaves of slaves, 
While only the slave of God is truly free. 
Therefore, as every human being searches for his portion,  
My soul says – God is my portion. 
4) Martin Buber (“Herut v’Yi’ud”, in T’uda v’Yi’ud, volume 1, haSifria haTzionit, 5720, page 316)  “Freedom 

is not a matter that can be actualized according to any whim, arbitrarily. Rather, the central meaning of 

freedom and its very purpose, is the fulfillment of an ideal.”  
I) Deeper Philosophical Analysis 

1) Rabbi Abraham Isaac HaCohen Kook 



a) Freedom is to be found inside, by overcoming the outside forces that would enslave the immanent 
godliness  
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 


