Masechet Rosh haShana

Chapter 4, mishnayot 1 and 2

1) From where do we learn that the shofar is to be blown on Rosh haShana?

2) Can you find any hint in the above-mentioned sources that might indicate that the shofar is not always to be blown on Rosh haShana?

3) What word in the mishna stands in distinction to the word מקדש?

4) Based on the information in the above-mentioned question, what place(s), locale, or geographically area(s) does that word refer to?

5) Could the word מקדש have a wider meaning here than what it normally has?

6) What hints are there in the language of the Mishna that indeed it has that wider meaning here?

7) How would the answer to the above question affect the answer to question 4)?

8) Can you think of any reason(s) not to blow the shofar on ראש השנה שחל להיות בשבת?

9) Can you think of any reason(s) why the reason(s) wouldn’t apply in the מקדש?

10) Under what circumstances do we only תוקעים בכל מקום שיש בו בית דין?

11) Was there a בית דין in Yavne; why does Yavne have a special status?

12) Do you think that that special status could be transferred from Yavne to any other place?

13) Why would it be proper to blow the shofar in Yavne or in בכל מקום שיש בו בית דין while the shofar is not blown elsewhere?

14) If the shofar was not blown בכל מקום שיש בו בית דין before the destruction of the מקדש, why should it be blown in these places after the destruction?

15) What is difficult with the inclusion in the Mishna of the statement that they אמרו לו?

16) When do you think that Yerushalayim is יתירה  over Yavne, before or after the destruction?

17) Do you think that the word עיר refers to Yerushalayim or to other cities?

18) Who רואה ושומעת, from where comes that which they רואה ושומעת, and what do they רואה ושומעת?

19) What might be the logic to allow the blowing of the shofar in a place that is קרובה ויכולה לבוא?

B) תלמוד בבלי, מסכת ראש השנה, דף כ"ט עמוד ב', רש"י ד"ה אבל לא במדינה
פירוש הרמב"ם למשנה, מסכת ראש השנה, פרק ד', משנה א', מההתחלה, עד המילים " ... ארץ ישראל"
1) What is the disagreement between Rashi and the Rambam?

2) Which of the two positions appears easier to support according to the text of the two  Mishnayot?

C) שם במסכת ראש השנה, "דאמר רבה הכל ... והיינו טעמא דמגילה"
1) Where is the end of the explanation of our Mishna?

2) What point in our Mishna is being explained?

3) What is the meaning of the last six words?

4) What would you say is difficult with the explanation given here of the Mishna?

D) משנה תורה לרמב"ם, פרק ב' מהלכות שופר, הלכה ח', מההתחלה ועד המילים " ... בתוך תחום ירושלים"; שם, הלכה ט', מהמילים "ולמה תוקעין בפני ... " עד הסוף
1) What do you think is the source for the Rambam’s statement that  "ולא אנשי ירושלים בלבד אלא כל עיר שהיתה בתוך תחום ירושלים"?

2) According to the Rambam, what is it about "מקדש" that caused the Rabbis not to prohibit the blowing of the shofar there?

3) Explain how beautifully the Rambam’s above-mentioned explanation fits into the Mishna text!
4) Why is it according to the Rambam that in a place of בית דין it is allowed to blow the shofar on Shabat?

5) Do you think that the special status of Yerushalayim vis-à-vis the shofar blowing is eternal according to the Rambam, or exists only as long as the מקדש is standing?

E)  חידושי הריטב"א למסכת ראש השנה, דף ע"ט עמוד ב', ד"ה יום טוב של ר"ה וד"ה גמרא מאי טעמא וכו', "ולפי ההוא סוגיא ... קודם החרבן"  
