Parshat Ki Tissa 1. g m‘?Wﬂ

“Do not make molten gods.” (Shemot, 34:17)

“Molten or graven images” means principles. The verse is saying that
at a time when your heart receives an explicit understanding, then do
not look to the principles and act according to them; rather, you shall
know down to the detail how to act according to the understanding of
your heart. We find an example of this with Eliyahu at Mount Carmel.
See below in Parshat Chukat on the section beginning, “and they camped
at Ovot,” and there the matter is well explained.

Parshat Chukat 303 304 op mp

“And the children of Israel journeyed and
camped at Ovot.” (Bamidbar, 21:10)

“Ovot” (a place name) signifies the principles of Torah and mitzvot,
comparable to the expression “av [like ov] b’chochma,” a father in wis-
dom. It is written in the Gemara (Berachot, 54a), “ ‘it is a time for God
to act, for they have made Your Torah void’ (Tehillim, 119). Rebbe Natan
says, ‘Tt is a time to do for God, for they have made void your Torah.’
This means, since they have made your Torah void; act only [in the will]
of God.”® At a time when it is perfectly clear that it is a time to act
solely for God, like Eliyahu on Mount Carmel,® then it is necessary to
put aside the principles of the holy Torah and act only in the under-
standing that the blessed God instills in you.

Rebbe Natan is saying that at a time when this God-given under-
standing is not completely clear to you, you must act according to the
principles of the Torah and mitzvot without stepping out of the bounds
of the Halacha. Yet Rebbe Natan is also saying that if your heart is
drawn after the will of the blessed God, and have removed from your-
self any kind of impurity (anything that could bring you down), after-
ward God may provide you with an opportunity to act in a way that
may seem as if, God forbid, you have removed yourself from the bounds
of the principles of the Torah. Concerning this Rebbe Natan said that
for the one whose heart is drawn after God and has cleaned himself
from any affliction, certainly God will not let him fall into a transgres-
sion, God forbid. He will surely then know that it is “a time to do for
God.™¢°

Thus it was when Israel camped at Ovot. For the entire time that
Aharon was with them they would conduct themselves according to the
understanding of their hearts, which was completely clear to them, as
we understand from the clouds of glory in the desert.®* Yet when the
clouds of glory left them (after the passing of Aharon), they began to
conduct themselves according to the principles of the Torah. This is like
now, with our Holy Temple destroyed, where the only dwelling place of
the Holy One, blessed be He, is within the four cubits of the Halacha,
the law, (Berachot 8a). Thus they began to act according to the prin-
ciples. This is Ovot, or the principles (ovot—av b’chochma—wisdom of
the Torah), as explained above on the verse, “Do not make molten gods,”
in Parshat Ki Tissa. However, they understood that through conduct-
ing themselves only according to the principles their hearts could not
become sufficiently purified so as not to be detracted from the goal of
God’s will.
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“And Moshe spoke to the heads of the tribes of the
children of Israel saying, this is the word which
God has commanded.” (Bamidbar, 30:2)

“All the prophets prophesied with ‘Ko,’ ‘thus [spoke God], Moshe was
superior to them all, saying, ‘Ze haDavar, ‘this is the word” (Sifrei
Mattot, 2)."® Moshe’s level of prophecy only occurred in this (Moshe’s)
generation. That is to say, all the prophets had a mission to Israel in
conveying of their prophecies according to the particular time in which
it was said and according to the power of their understanding. They
would prophesize within these parameters. It occurred to them in their
prophetic spirit that whichever particular word of prophecy they were
speaking was enduring for all eternity. Yet truly, there existed changes
according to the quality of each generation. On this, “Moshe Rabeynu’s
level of prophecy was superior to them all, prophesizing with ‘this is the
word.” This means that he understood the prophecy according to its
time and place, understanding that a prophecy is only relevant for a
particular time, and later God may desire something else. This is why
the Parsha’s discussion of the laws of vows opens with “this is the word,”
even though it is a commandment incumbent on every generation. This
is understood from the Gemara (Baba Batra, 120a-b), “from sacrifices
slaughtered outside.”” Nonetheless it is introduced with “this is the
word,” for one who vows not to do something does so according to the
level of his understanding that this abstention will bring him to the
service of God. He also understands that this action has nothing inher-
ently good about it. Therefore it is said, “this is the word,” for one must
understand that the particular action is only temporarily forbidden to
him, and that the blessed God can give him the power to receive all the
good of the world without being disconnected from the service of the
Divine.
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spoken well.” (Bamidbar, 36:5)

Why was the section of the tribe of Yosef’s claim written at the comple-
tion of the Torah?®” Since it was only a temporary measure (for the gen-
eration entering the land), is to show Israel that “not by bread alone
does man live, but by all that comes out of the mouth of God does man
live” (Devarim, 8:3). “Bread” symbolizes the words of Torah, which are
the principles necessary at all times for all souls without the slightest
deviation from the source. These are the 613 mitzvot. The whole point
is to understand at every moment the will of God in the words of Torah,
knowing His will at all times, within the context of that particular time.
Thus light emanates from the words of Torah to the hearts of Israel in
order for them to understand the depth of the will of God, according to
the time. Therefore this section was written after the completion of the
entire Torah, in order to let Israel understand that details emerge from
the Torah at all times, at each moment. The words of the Torah are
words of advice to let man understand what the blessed God wants of
us now, and to do it. Therefore this section was written (at the end), for
it too is active only for a specific time.
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