Probing the Heart and Soul - Insights of the Great Hasidic Masters into the Weekly
Torah Portion
Class One, Parshat Vayahi
Melton Gesher, January 4, 2012

Summary of the whole Yosef narrative
The blessing of Ya’acov to Yehudah, Breishit chapter 49, verses 8-10
The burial of Ya’acov, Breishit chapter 50, verses 7 - 14
The aftermath of the death of Ya’acov, Breishit chapter 50, verses 15-21
Midrash Tanhuma

Midrash Raba

Mei Shiloach, Rabbi Mordechai Leiner, volume one, parshat Vayachi, on the words,
You intended me harm, God intended it for the good
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“You thought evil of me, but E-lohim
thought it for good:. . . .” (Bereshit, 50:20)

With this matter, the blessed God showed it was possible to bring the
tribes into the exile of Egypt, and the main point of this was the separa-
tion they began to experience, for at a time when Israel is unified, then
nothing can rule over them. This began when Yosef was separated from
the tribes, for while Yaakov Avinu was still among them it could not be
discerned who was the greatest of the tribes, for sometimes he would
bring this one closer, and sometimes this one closer, just whichever was
fitting in his eyes to bring close at that time. Yet before his passing, at
the time when he blessed them, he said to Yehuda, “the sons of your
father will bow down before you,” and all recognized that Yehuda was T+ et
dominant over his brothers. Because of this Yosef did not know how to t" J be
conduct himself, whether to seat Yehuda at the head (for was he)not the problemalic
king, and it was forbidden to disrespect the king? Or should he seat ¥orwas Joscf
himself at the head,(for did he not know)himself that Yehuda was they it . wsdd
head and would therefore sit in a category unto himself, and not withbe problemalic
the tribeq?)The tribes judged him that he did this out of hatred, and fer he Knew
therefore they were punished to go into exile, for they should have judged
him favorably.
Also with Yosef, his response was counted as a sin, since he left room
fOT them to be mistaken about him. Truly he should have acted by seat-
Ing himself at the head since at this time he was king, yet he was to
B‘"“P' oTe know in his heart that Yehuda was greater than he was(And truly, that
his brothers were mistaken about him might seem like a small mistakg!
in the eyes of man (yet it had tremendous results)) Therefore one must:
always pray before the blessed God that it should never enter his ming:
to judge another as guilty, and also that his fellow man should not judge
him as guilty, and therefore the tribes were punished, in that they were
supposed to judge him favorably. g
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