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Harchev Davar, by the N'tziv, Rav Naftalie Tzvi Yehuda Berlin

Genesis, chapter 27, verse 9

ANRY ,77 07210 : P12% 072701 7Y DA’

/0°119°07 012 07 HY 0”105nNnw L, 1A% 02w ;NI N
0y PYW Iwh 07T PR MDPW An .XYD RV :370%I7
vy 7T 957 Ny w’ﬂ.]wmn 70 ROX :WH XIM 20
TIR X7 2NOTD LOMKR D3 ‘7RI LATRR Y902 ani
7T .20 AR D732 W 1D 93 LT L,An WPYYe] 7YY R
Yom1 ,A%NY 071 0d XITW DNY TN OXTIT ,MINT oo
TIXIW Y2 03 .oHD KT 21 0D YYW 0Iwn ,MnT oo XIp
P07 XYW ,DIXNXIY RO %D YY Y173 prIpT WA ,07nY Wi
P, AYRY W AR ,AY1 37 95 75 . 1dnon X
AYNT M CTNIT YY PO RYW LT AI03 wanwab XYW ;7
772V 71 9 ,MIRIYY pwh NTRI whnwaY AR apy
W T2 RITDIY LAY MIXND D DT X7 AT wwx[
129 Y2 R LVIRIYY INRT AWITR RIT LDWY IR ;1
NYI DIPn om YaX . RPLD R ,DIYWI OR LARDILT |
,IP2T 2T WY A PYWR Nd L,MIZD T 0,0 IR
IMRY QWY IR ,0ONDDT 0P VYW W 1N ,713) OMTX W0
79 7207 AN AWIIRY W 23 YY AR L,imEna W onnw !
IV IR MID QPPA NNRT NORT (VW YW M
DR 17 %Y XA MxnY 0awnI omIw — PaR anInw

One must know that every evil character trait in the world is part of God's creation... and therefore all of them o
contain a certain aspect of good. Behold, this is similar to poisonous drugs that may sometimes have medicinal

uses for certain illnesses... However, when they are used to promote healing, the doctor must exercise great care

and must use them sparingly, lest he err and endanger the patient.
So it is with all the evil character traits: They are good under certain circumstances; however one must be sure to
employ them only under the guidance of an expert authority and only sparingly, in order not to go further than is

necessary.

Now behold, the time arrived for Ya'acov to employ the trait of deception and cunning, and indeed in his case it
was (permitted as) a "transgression for a noble purpose"
However, in Midrash Raba it is said that Ya'acov was punished for causing Esau to cry with a great and bitter cry,
and this ultimately brought about the bitter cry of Mordechai. Now this is seemingly difficult: Why was he
punished for Esau's cry more than for the terrible consternation that he caused his saintly father?
Rather the matter is that in the employment of a "transgression for a noble purpose" one must be exceedingly
careful not to derive any personal pleasure or benefit from it at all... Personal pleasure or benefit that one derives
makes it a (forbidden) transgression, as is explained in Tractate Yevamot, page 103a, and in Tractate Nazir, page

2

In this case Ya'acov derived no personal benefit or pleasure from the great consternation that he caused his father;
rather he was certainly quite pained by it but he had no choice. Such was not the case concerning the cry of Esau -
he rejoiced in his heart and was therefore punished, for he derived pleasure as a result of his deception, and that is

forbidden.




