Job, Jonah, and Yom Kipur
Rabbi Hanan Schlesinger

A) The Book of Job chapter 1, verses 1 — 3, 13 -22 (JPS English only edition pages 1339 — 1340)
1) Verses20-21
B) Midrash Yalkut Shimoni, Proverbs, section 964

Rebbi Meir was studying in the beit midrash one shabat afternoon, when his two sons died
suddenly. What did their mother [Beruriah] do? She left the two of them on the bed, and
pulled a sheet over them. When shabat concluded, Rebbi Meir returned from the beit
midrash and asked, “Where are my two sons?” Beruriah answered. “They went to the beit
midrash.”

“But I looked for them there,” said Rebbi Meir, “and did not see them.” She gave him a cup
of wine and he concluded shabat with the recitation of havdalah. Again he asked, “Where
are my sons?” She answered, “Sometimes they go to someone’s house, they will soon
return.” She gave him to eat, and after he ate she said, “My teacher, | have a question to ask
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you.” “Then ask your question,” he said.

“At an earlier time, someone came and left a deposit with me, and now he has come to take
it back; should I return it to him or not?” He answered, “Is not one who is holding a deposit
obligated to return it its owner?” She said to him, “If this were not your position, I would
not have been inclined to return it.”

She took him by the hand, led him to the bedroom, and brought him close to the bed. She
removed the sheet from upon them, and he say the two of them lying there dead on the bed.
He began to cry, “My children, my children, my teachers, my teachers.” At that moment she
said to him, “Did you not just say to me that we are obligated to return the deposit to its
owner?”

Said Rebbi Haninah: With these words, Rebbi Meir was comforted.

C) The Book of Job chapter 2, verses 7b — 10
D) Talmud of the Land of Israel, Tractate Hagigah chapter 2, halacha 1

Said Rebbi Meir to his teacher Elisha ben Avuyah, “You have so much wisdom and yet you
do not repent and return to your faith!” He answered, “I am not able.” Rebbi Meir asked,
“Why?” he answered, “For once I was passing before the Holy of Holies, riding upon my
horse on Yom Kipur that fell on shabat, and I heard a heavenly voice emanating from the
Holy of Holies and it was saying, “Return children in repentance -except for Elisha ben
Ayuyah, who knew my power but nevertheless rebelled against me”.

And that’s all that happened, that’s what brought this upon him?

Actually, once he was sitting and studying in the Valley of Ginosar and he saw a man ascend
to the crown of a palm tree, reach into a nest, and snatch the mother bird that was roosting
there upon her eggs. He descended the tree without incident. The next day, he saw another
man ascend to the crown of the palm tree, and take away the eggs after sending the mother
bird away. He descended, was bit by a snake, and died.



Elisha ben Avuyah said: :It is written in the Torah, ‘And you shall surely send the mother
bird away and take the eggs, in order that it shall be good for you and you shall have a long
life’. Where is the goodness for this man? Where is the long life that he was promised?”

And some say that he saw the tongue of Rebbi Yehudah the Baker who had been tortured
and murdered buy the Romans, in the mouth of a dog, dripping with blood, and he said:
“This is Torah, and this is its reward?! This is the tongue that was engaged in study of the
Torah all of its days! This is Torah, and this is its reward?! It appears to me that there is no
reward and there is no ultimate resurrection of the dead.”

E) The Book of Jonah (JPS English only edition pages 1037 — 1040)

1) Chapter 1, verse 3 —We do not know why he is fleeing

2) Verse 6 — He does not pray, and we don’t know why

3) Verse 10 — He tells the absolute truth, despite the danger that that entails

4) Verse 12— He suggests that they kill and refrains from asking for mercy

5) Chapter 2, verse 8 — He prays only after 3 days and only when he feels he is about the die

6) The prayer contains no contrition and no explicit plea for mercy, but only a vow that he will
thank God. It contains no agreement to go to Ninve

7) Verse 11 — God says him for no good reason; he did nothing to deserve it

8) Chapter 3, verse 4 — He makes no mention of any possible course of action to reverse their fate;
no mention of teshuva

9) Verse 10— God relents, before they have really been given time to prove their sincerity

10) Chapter 4, verse 2 — These are the divine attributes of mercy, recorded in Exodus 34 and
repeated again and again in the Yom Kipur liturgy

11) Verse 3 —Yonah is upset by God’s unfair display of mercy. That is why he originally fled. He did
not pray on the ship because he does not believe in mercy and does not want to ask for it — not
from God and not from the sailors. That is why he did not pray for 3 days in the belly of the
whale. Jonah is a man of justice and wants to live in a world of predictable law and justice.

12) Verse 10 — God wants to teach Jonah about love and mercy. You did not work for the plant but
still you are attached to it. He did not really need it; he could have found shelter elsewhere. It is
human to become emotionally attached and to care for the things you become attached to.

13) Verse 11 — God does not say that they repented and deserve to be saved, but rather that He
loves His creations. Justice is not the sum total of the meaning of life on earth. Rather it is simply
mercy, and without any rational legitimization or explanation. It is not even really about
teshuva, but about forgiveness. Mercy, love, pity, grace, are at the essence of God, of His
relationship to the world, and are what we should emulate.

F) Summary

1) Job’s wife, and Elisha ben Avuyah, and Jonah — strict justice

2) Job, and Beruriah, and God — forgiveness, mercy and grace

3) Not to say that justice is bad, but rather a balance must be struck
a) Midrash that God created the world through a amalgam of justice —din —and mercy -

rachamim
G) Tractate Rosh hashana, chapter 1, mishna 2 and the Babylonian Talmud on page 18a

All creatures pass before Him like Bnei Maron.

Like Bnei Maron — IN BAVEL it was translated, “like a flock of sheep” [Rashi: like lambs
counted for the animal tithe, which are counted one by one as they pass through a small
opening].

RESH LAKISH said: As in the ascent of Beit Maron [a textual variant reads “Beit
Choron” — Rashi: a narrow pass where wayfarers had to proceed in single file, since
the valley was deep on both sides].



RAV YEHUDA SAID IN THE NAME OF SHEMUEL: Like the troops of the House of David
[Rashi: who pass in review one by one as they go out to battle].

H) Sefer Vayikra chapter 16, verses 2 —22, 29 -34
1) Atonement is about forgiveness and pardon; it is the opposite of Justice and judgement
2) A powerful symbolic ceremony of the sins of all of Israel being carried away into the wilderness;
it requires confession and contrition, but not necessarily more than that
3) A once ayear cleansing to allow us to go forward unburdened by crippling guilt and to remind us
that everything that we have is of God’s grace
I) Rosh haShana to Yom Kipur — from din to rachamim

A95WN TNY DN YNy LIp'?!

VI D71V N"ApnY YW I9IY 7172 N nynna 0K N8 NNS W77 W nwa nnl N nTint
N"pn PYRINE9IY 701 7RYY DYWL L,NYINNA DA7R N7V MKW 71V RID T PT RO Y
DN'7V DRI DN DNV RN 91Y 27172 'N 2D T 0NN X0 7Y A T XOdn Tty
SVWN WUTNA 'MA'X ,D'MNN DT TN N 0N 191Nl

DNIN TN NN 2IYNY vip'?!

NYY1 210 1197 DD'Wyn DNI5Y n"apn K ,0D'YUYn N9 191V ,0D'WUyn IYTN UTNA IVjN
D'ANN X0 7V aWI'l |'T XODdN TNIY "IN X DT X'XINI AT 0'101 AT 191N NN NTN 191WD DdY7
JYAWN UTNA 'MA'R DMNIN NTY |'Th IR 037 19101 DDNX DNl

495 Tiny XN'09 (J'"UWAT"X) D'YITNAN INIX

'YW 'IAI DTN NYAY NIY ] 0'WAD TRR 7'RETRR 72 12019 'N% NNl N7 21y on'wyi 2'nd
DN NIYN DN'YY DXIL,NAIYN M DMWY TA1d NI Ny M (0" 12TNa) NRVN TNK D'TY
INNIY 11D ,27WD D170 IR DYN TV YIRD [N DRIV D37 1) 17'9X 0771 D"Nifa 1197 0'Ra DNNI
T210 1770 NMT WY ('R DYWY) IR NXd Y72IND TR DX 12127 270 01w DD'RLUN 1N DX
I'MNIIY 1191 075 2NN |TA1 T2 Ty 171D T'D1y 5w ,in71y n"apn X012 DNAY NNNRN Yy
71y N2TNI D'MNT XOD 7V AW |'T XOdON Iy n"apni ,0TR v

1) Rosh haShana is the Day of Judgment, but we can never be acquitted according to the rules of
strict justice
2) We ask for mercy, to be given another chance or just to be left off the hook
3) Teshuva itself is a gift of mercy and even with teshuva we can rarely completely remake
ourselves to be completely righteous. We are obligated for certain to try to the very best of our
ability, but we will never fully accomplish what we should
4) Yom Kipur is the Day of Mercy, and its very existence is a function of God’s mercy
J) The Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, which were given on Yom Kipur and in reaction to sin, the sin of
the Golden Calf
K) Broken Vessels Pleading to be Mended

Friends, on Yom Kippur there is nothing so whole as a broken heart. We must be broken; we must dig
down deep inside and connect to our brokenness. We feel deep embarrassment as we stand in the
presence of the Holy One Blessed be He and recall our failures. We must feel shame over what we have
not accomplished. We must be humbled by all our mistakes and misdeeds.

But further, we are embarrassed by the overwhelming gifts we have received from God. We are
dumfounded by the depths and extent of His grace. Everything we have and everything we are is



completely underserved. We must be completely engulfed by the existential anguish of the human
condition on Yom Kippur. Even before we recall any of our sins we must be overwhelmed by a sense of
inadequacy, of deserving nothing and receiving everything... and then squandering it with petty
concerns, and foolish weaknesses.

And we must realize that even the day of Yom Kipur itself is an undeserved gift. The very day itself is
another one of the unappreciated gifts showered upon us by heaven.

Then and only then, is there hope for purification. We are broken vessels pleading to be mended.
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