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[-Orra. I  was on a journey, and i  came upon a man who u'ent at me a{tcr

?h. ruuv of heretics. Now, he accepted the rvri t ten, but not the oral law'

He said to me: "The writ ten law was givcn us from Mount Sinai;  the

oral lau, was not given us from Mount Sinai '"  I  said to him: "But rvere

nor borh the writ ten and the oral law spoken by the Omnipresent? Then

what dif ference is there between rhe wrirten and the oral lawJ To rvhar

carf this be comparcd? To a king of f lesh and biood who had two ser-

vants. and loved them both rvith a perfect love; and he gave them each

a tneasure of u'heat, and each a bundle of f lax. The $' ise servant, uhat

did he do? He took the f lax and spun a cloth. Then he rook thc * 'heat

and made f lour. The f lour he cicansed' and ground, and kneaded, and

baked and se t  on  rop  o f the  tab le .  Then he  spread the  c lo th  over  i t ,  and

lefr i t  so unti l  the king should come. But the fool is(r servant did nothing

at al l .  After some days, the king returncd from a journey and came into

h is  house and sa id  to  them:  My sons ,  b r ing  me what  I  gave you '  One

scrvant  sho$,ed  the  whearcn  bread on  the  tab le  w i th  a  c lo th  spread ovcr

i t ,  and  the  orhcr  sc rvant  shou 'ed  thc  wheat  s t i l i  i n  the  box ,  * ' i rh  a  bund le

of f lax upon i t .  Alas for his shame, alas for his disgrace! I-Norv, * 'hen thc

Ho ly  One,  b lessed bc  He,  gave the  Torah to  i s rae l ,  he  gave i t  on l i ' i n

the form of wheat, for us to extract f lour from it ,  and f lax, to extract a
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