מסכת ברכות, פרק ג', משנה ב'

A) Read and analyze the whole mishna.

1) להתחיל ולגמור what?

2) Do you think that the first part of the mishna is talking about the mourner or the others at the funeral?

3) Exactly what times/times of day might the mishna be talking about?

4) (What punctuation mark should we put after the words העומדים בשורה? The text in the Albeck edition answers this question for you)
5) When the mishna talks about העומדים בשורה, is it referring to those who were earlier able להתחיל ולגמור or not?

6) What mitzva is fulfilled in the שורה?

7) How is this mitzva fundamentally different from the mitzva under discussion in the previous mishna?

8) What is the halachic principle that is behind the exemption from the shma that we find in this mishna?

9) Why do you think that the חיצונים חייבים?

10) To what law in the previous mishna is the law of the חיצונים and the פנימים parallel?

11) How could the distinction found in the second half of the mishna between the פנימים and the חיצונים have been applied to the first half of the mishna as well?

12) Why do you think that this distinction was not applied there in the first half of the mishna?

13) Take note of parallel themes connecting this mishna to the first and fifth mishnayot of the previous paragraph!

14) What central פטור found in the previous mishna is completely missing from this one?

15) Why do you think that the above- mentioned פטור is missing from this mishna?

B) תוספתא ברכות, פרק ב', הלכה 11
1) What might be the meaning of  לשם כבודand לשם אבל?

2) Why does Rabbi Yehuda limit his words only to a situation of אם אין שם אלא שורה אחת; what might he be assuming about the different natures of the two שורות when there are a שורה פנימית and a שורה חיצונית?

3) Does the הספד mentioned here seem to be in the presence of the deceased or not in the presence of the deceased?

4) What internal contradiction does there seem to be between הסופד וכל העסוקין בהספד מפסיקין לקריאת שמע" and the earlier part of the halacha in the Tosephta?

C) תלמוד ירושלמי, פרק ג', הלכה ב', "ההספד וכל העוסקין...תנא ביום השני"
1) Explain the contradiction between the Tosephta and the mishna that the rabbis are bothered by!

2) How is this contradiction similar to that which we pointed out earlier within the Tosephta itself?

3) Explain the reconciliation that the rabbis suggest!

4) What can we learn from here concerning the issue of a פטור from תפילה (and not just from שמע) for the mitzva of שורה?

