משניות ברכות, פרק ב, משנה ה'
A) Read and analyze the mishna up until the words "...אם לא עשה מעשה".

1) לילה ראשון is in relationship to what, or is since when?

2) What מעשה are we referring to?

3) Does it seem that the mishna assumes something about when marriages usually take place?

4) Define when and under what circumstances the חתן is פטור from קריאת שמע! 

5) (Can you remember the exegetical basis for this פטור as we saw it in the gemora a while ago?) 

6) What מצוות do you think the חתן is engaged in or preparing for?

7) What do you think might be the rationale for the פטור of the חתן?

8) Could it be that even beforeמוצאי שבת  and before doing the מעשה, this mishna does not give aפטור  from all קריאת שמע?

9) Could you think of any logical reasons why the פטור in this mishna might actually be an איסור?

10) How might this mishna be connected to the previous one, and to the entire chapter?

B) תוספתא ברכות, פרק א', הלכות ב'-ג', החל מהמילים "אמ' ר' יהודה...", שם, פרק ב', הלכה ו', החל מהמילים "אמ' ר' אלעזר בר' צדוק...".

1) At what time of day were these three rabbis walking on their way?

2) What appears to be the meaning of נתיאשו מלקרות?

3) What is the halachic term for the time when נראת חמה על ראשי ההרים?

4) What is the meaning of צרכי ציבור?

5) What does Rabbi Yehudah seem to assume concerning the last possible time for saying קריאת שמע?

6) What הלכה and/or principle were Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah following?

7) Explain how the Tosephta expands the principle that we saw in the mishna?

8) Explain the mechanism of the drasha brought at the end of the Tosepheta, chapter one, law 3!

C) משנה תורה לרמב"ם, ספר אהבה, הלכות קריאת שמע, פרק ד', הלכה א', החל מהמלים "מי שהיה לבו טרוד...", כסף משנה שם, "וכתב ה"ר מנוח בשם...ליחוד חייב".

1) In what way does the extent of the פטור in the Mishne Tora appear to be greater than in the mishna and the Tosephta?

2) The Rambam limits the פטור to a case of a marriage to what type of bride?

3) In connection to the answer to the previous question, could we understand our mishna differently than the way that the Rambam does?

4) According to the Rambam does the חתן appear to be exempt from all קריאת שמע?

5) According to the ראב"ד, in what case – other than נידה, or חולה, or לא היה מקום ליחוד – does the פטור not apply?

D) Read and analyze the rest of our mishna.

1) What did Rabban Gamliel read on the night of his wedding?

2) What did Rabban Gamliel mean when he said מלכות שמים?

3) What is the meaning of שעה אחת?

4) How do the students seem to have understood the implications of the פטור of the חתן from קריאת שמע?

5) What do we seem to learn from the behavior of Rabban Gamliel and from his words concerning the implications of the פטור of the חתן from קריאת שמע?

6) How might the two opinions indicated in questions 4 and 5 respectively, represent two opposing views concerning the issue of individual autonomy within the halacha?

7) How does the stance of Raban Gamliel here relate to the position he took in the first mishna of the tractate?

