משניות ברכות – פרק ב', משנה ג'
A) Read and analyze the mishna.

1) The expressions יצא and לא יצא are shortened forms of what halachic terms?

2) What is the meaning of יצא and לא יצא?

3) What practical halachic directive follows from a ruling that לא יצא?

4) The ruling of Rabbi Yossi that לא יצא relates to what situation?

5) What is the technical term for the anonymous opinion that the mishna opens with?

6) What is the meaning of the phrase השמיע לאזנו and what is the meaning of לא השמיע לאזנו?

7) What seems to be agreed upon by both of the two opinions concerning the subject of משמיע לאזנו?

8) What might be the exegetical basis in the text of the Tora for the demand that one משמיע לאזנו?

9) What might be the importance/utility/significance of the demand להשמיע לאזנו?

10) What is the meaning of לא דקדק באותיותיה?

11) The ruling of Rabbi Yehudah that לא יצא relates to what situation?

12) What seems to be agreed upon by both of the opinions on the subject of דקדוק באותיותיה?

13) What might be the importance/utility/significance of דקדוק באותיותיה?

14) In what two ways may we understand the relationship between the law of  להשמיע לאזנו and the law of  לדקדק באותיותיה (hint – could it be that the latter law is stated only according to one of the opinions mentioned in connection to the former law)?

15) הקורא למפרע might possibly refer to one of what two or three types of mix ups?

16) From the context of the placement of the law of הקורא למפרע in our chapter, does it appear that we are talking about a mix-up in the order of the paragraphs, or in the order of the verses or words?

17) Concerning one of the above types of mix-ups, give a simple reason for a ruling that it would be OK!

18) What might be the relationship between the law of הקורא למפרע and the law of קרא וטעה?

19) Divide the mishna into four sections!

20) On the basis of the use of the past and present tenses, and on the basis of the answers to questions 14 and 18, divide the mishna into two sections!

21) Give a subject heading to each of the two sections!

B) ספרי דברים, פרשת ואתחנן, פסקא לא, ד"ה שמע ישראל, עד המילים "... לא יצא"
1) Which opinion in our mishna is based upon this midrash?

C) תוספתא ברכות, פרק ב', הלכה י"ג, החל מהמילים "אמ' ר' מאיר...", והלכות ד', ה'

1) Why do you think that the קסדור was standing at the door?

2)  During what period of Jewish history did the original story most probably take

      place?

3) What point was Rebbi Meir trying to prove in bringing this story to the attention of          his colleauges?

4) Why didn’t his colleauges accept his point?

5) According to this Tosephta, who is the תנא קמא of our mishna?

6) What is tremendously difficult in the postion of Rebbi Meir?

7) In the fifth halacha, explain why טעה באמצע הפרק יחזור לראש הפרק!

8) In the same halacha, what is the meaning of כתיבה ראשונה and אחרונה?

D) מסכת ברכות דף סא עמוד ב', "פעם אחת גזרה מלכות ...על חחת כמה וכמה"
