Tractate Brachot

Chapter One, Mishnah Two

A. Learn the Mishnah up until the words … לעמוד בשלוש שעות.

1) If this Mishnah is parallel to the previous Mishnah, then what one scriptural word is the opening question of the Mishnah - actually the whole Mishna - looking to define?

2) Who makes the statement משיכיר בין תכלת ללבן? 

3) Under what conditions is the actual time of  משיכירdetermined  (This is a no-brainer question)?
4) In the opinion of Rebbe Eliezer, what words are assumed but not written explicitly?

5) Which of the two times of משיכיר is later?

6) Where in the text of קריאת שמע is there a mention of תכלת?

7) What indication is there in the above-mentioned text of קריאת שמע that the commandment should be limited to משיכיר בין תכלת ללבן?

8) How can the disagreement between בין תכלת ללבן and בין תכלת לכרתי be seen as a question of the interpretation of the above-mentioned scriptural passage?

9) In light of the answer to question 1), what appears problematic with the Mishna’s two answers to the opening question of מאימתי?
10) The phrase וגומרה עד הנץ החמה is the answer to what unwritten question?
11) What structurally similarity to the first Mishna is highlighted by the answer to the previous question?

12) On the basis of a comparison to the first Mishnah, what one word in this Mishnah seems to be superfluous?
13) Who makes the statement וגומרה עד הנץ החמה?

14) Do you know why the answer to the previous question might make a difference in the halachic decision-making process?

15) Why according to one opinion is הנץ החמה the final time for קריאת שמע?

16) What is the philosophical-legal argument between he who holds וגומרה עד הנץ החמה and he who relies upon דרך בני מלכים לעמוד בשלוש שעות?

17) Who is, so to speak, discriminated against by the opinion that וגומרה עד הנץ החמה?

18) What possible interpretation of the word ובקומך – an interpretation whose parallel vis-a-vis ובשכבך we found in the previous Mishnah – is completely absent from this Mishnah?

19) Why do you think that the above-mentioned interpretation is missing?

20) What interpretation of the word ובקומך is missing from this Mishnah, just as the parallel interpretation of ובשכבך is missing from the previous Mishnah?

B. Learn the rest of the Mishnah.

1) When is מכאן?

2) Is there not a tension between the earlier part of the Mishnah on the one hand, and the line that begins הקורא מכאן ואילך... on the other hand?

3) How can we understand this last statement of the Mishnah so as to solve the tension?

4) In what sense is this last statement of the Mishnah parallel to the statement near the end of the previous Mishnah thatכל מה שאמרו חכמים עד חצות מצותן עד שיעלה עמוד השחר?

C. Read the Rambam’s version of the Mishnah, and the Rambam’s commentary on the Mishnah, the latter from the words וסוף זמן until the words עד הנץ החמה.

1) How was the Rambam’s text of the Mishnah different from our text?

2) Which version appears more authentic?

3) How could one explain the Mishnah differently than the way that the Rambam’s commentary does?

