מסכת ברכות, פרק ז', משנה ג'

A) Read through the Mishna until the word ריבוא.

1) Who is the subject of the verb אומר?

2) According to our present day זימון, what words follow the word נברך?

3) What different theories can you come up with as to why our Mishna didn’t deal with the earlier parts of the זימון?

4) What is the logic behind the ruling that if there are four the wording changes from נברך to ברכו?

5) If there are eleven people what exactly is the wording?

6) How many is ריבוא?

7) Explain the meaning of the word אחד in the sentence אחד עשרה ואחד עשר רבוא (It is not a number!)!

B) Continue on in the Mishna.

1) What is the glaring contradiction between the statement אחד עשרה ואחד עשר רבוא and that which follows?

2) Can you find in our Mishna any indication of what words should be said after the word נברך and the appropriate expression for God?

3) How are the words referred to in the previous question expressed in our present version of the זימון?

4) In which case or cases כענין שהוא מברך כך עונים אחריו?

5) In light of the answer to the previous question, what words could be inserted right after כך עונים אחריו?

6) Do those who respond to the leader respond exactly כענין שהוא מברך?

7) What is the general position of רבי יוסי הגלילי and what is it's theological rationale?

8) How does רבי יוסי הגלילי interpret the verse that he brings?

9) What words are missing from the thought/sentence attributed to רבי עקיבא?

10) How can the information provided at the end of the Mishna be used to solve the apparent contradiction pointed out above in question 1)?

11) Concerning the central disagreement of the Mishna, does רבי ישמעאל agree with רבי עקיבא or not?

12) Does today’s custom go like רבי עקיבא or like רבי יוסי הגלילי?

13) In what is today’s custom completely unlike anything found in the Mishna?

C) מסכת ברכות דף נ., "אחד עשרה ואחד ... ברכו אלקים"
Additional Sources:

מסכת מגילה פרק ד', משנה ג'

מסכת ברכות דף מ"ט עמוד ב' – דף נ' עמוד א', "גמרא אמר שמואל ... נבריך עדיף"
ברכת המזון נוסח עדות המזרח

