מסכת ברכות, פרק ג', משנה ד'

A) Learn and analyze the mishna up until the words ולא לאחריה.

1) Can you figure out the root of the word קרי?

2) What is the direct object of the words לפניה and לאחריה (If the answer is not immediately clear, see chapter one, mishna four)?

3) What is it exactly that he does not מברך לא לפניה ולא לאחריה?

4) This directive of מהרהר בלבו seems to be an alternative to what normal way of doing things?

5) What two possible ways are there of understanding what text it is that one is supposed to מהרהר בלבו?

6) What are the implications of the answers to the previous question for our understanding of the relationship between מהרהר בלבו and אינו מברך?

7) What are the implications of the answers to the previous question for our understanding of the meaning of אינו מברך?

8) Can this mishna allow an understanding that a בעל קרי says שמע in a fashion no different than any other Jew?

9) According to each of the two different ways of reading this first half of  the mishna, can anyone fulfill the obligation of saying שמע through הרהור?

10) What might be the weakness(es) of each of the two ways of reading this first half of the mishna?

11) What mishna have we learned earlier that came very close to discussing the issue brought up in question 9)?

12) What is the logic of differentiating between קריאת שמע and the ברכות?

B) Learn the second half of the mishna.

1) What is the blessing that one says לפניו?

2) What is the blessing that one says לאחריו?

3) In what two ways, corresponding to the two possible ways of learning the first half of the mishna, could we interpret this second half of the mishna?

4)  Could there be an additional way of understanding this part of the mishna – perhaps according to the simple meaning of the words – that is not exactly symmetrical with the first half of the mishna?

5) What might be the logic to differentiate between לפניו and לאחריו?

6) What is the direct object of the words לפניהם and אחריהם?

7)  In what two ways might we understand the intention of Rabbi Yehudah when he says מברך?

8) According to each of the two ways of understanding, why do you think that Rabbi Yehudah mentioned the blessing but does not mention קריאת שמע itself?

9) What has been the overall theme of this chapter of mishna until now?

10) How does this mishna fit into that overall theme?

11) Where did Tractate Brachot begin dealing with this theme?

C) ספר ויקרא, פרק ט"ו, פסוקים ט"ז, י"ח

     ספר דברים, פרק כ"ג, פסוקים י'-י"ב      

1) Which of the two sets of verses describes the basic law and which describes its application in a specific case?

2) Record the expression that each set of verses uses to describe a seminal emission!

3) Which of the two sets of verses specifically talks of an emission both in the context of intercourse and not within that context, and which talks of an emission whose context appears to be outside of intercourse?

4) Record the different expressions each set of verses uses to designate the halachic state created by the seminal emission!

5) From which of the two sets of verses is derived the mishnaic term for a seminal emission?

6) What are the different terms used in each of the two sets of verses to designate the time until which the person who has experienced a seminal emission remains impure? 

7) What expression is used in both sets of verses to describe what must be done to become pure again?

8) In our own religious language, how do we describe the above-mentioned activity?

9) Do you have any idea why semen would be a source of ritual impurity?

10) What understanding of why semen is a source of ritual impurity might help explain the connection between this mishna and the beginning of the chapter?

11) Do you know if the laws of all these verses are in force today?

12) Can you find any connection between the ritual impurity legislated in the Torah, and the prohibition forbidding the  בעל קריfrom reading קריאת שמע וברכותיה? 

D- מסכת בבא קמא דף פ"ב עמוד א', "עשרה תקנות תיקן עזרא" "ותיקן טבילה לבעלי קריין", ושם בעמוד ב', "ותיקן טבילה ... אפילו לדברי תורה"

  - תלמוד ירושלמי מסכת ברכות פרק ג', הלכה ד', "א"ר יעקב בר אבון כל עצמן ...ויורד ואוכל", ובהמשך "א"ר חייא בר ווה כל עצמן ...ושונה כל צרכו", וראה הערה בצד שמאל של הדף 
  -  מסכת ברכות דף כ"א עמוד ב', "והאמר רבי יהושע בן לוי מנין ... בעלי קריין אסורין", ובדף כ"ב עמוד א', "דתניא והודעתם ...בעלי קריין אסורים", וראה ספר דברים פרק ד', פסוקים ט'-י' וספר שמות פרק י"ט פסוק ט"ו
  - מסכת ברכות דף כ"ב עמוד א', "תניא רבי יהודה בן בתירא היה ... מקבלין טומאה", ובהמשך "כי אתא זעירי ... כרבי יהודה בן בתירא", ובמשנה תורה לרמב"ם פרק ד' מהלכות קריאת שמע הלכה ח', החל מהמלים "ועזרא ובית דינו ..." עד הסוף

עיון נוסף – ראה אנציקלופדיה תלמודית, כרך ד, ערך בעלי קרי, עמודים קמ"א – קמ"ח, כרך י', ערך הרהור
