מסכת ברכות, פרק ג', משנה ג'

A) Learn the mishna

1) What prayer in particular is referred to by the word תפילה?

2) What do we already know about the differing natures and roles of קריאת שמע and תפילה    ?

3) What was the halachic principle that stood behind the exemptions from קריאת שמע and תפילה that we already encountered in the previous chapter and in this chapter?

4) Is it possible to understand that that same halachic principle – albeit applied in a slightly different fashion - is behind the exemption of women that is mentioned in this mishna?

5) In light of the answer to the previous question, how might we understand the fact that women are exempt from קריאת שמע but not from תפילה?

6) What do עבדים have at all to do with halachic obligations?

7) Why might we say that the mention of עבדים together with נשים makes halachic sense?

8) What is the definition of a קטן?

9) Why might we say that the mention here of קטנים is out of place?

10) What question might we bring up concerning the particular list of mitzvot that the mishna choose to mention?

11) How may a close reading of the שמע uncover an explanation for why these particular mitzvot are mentioned?

B) מסכת קידושין, פרק א', משנה ז', "כל מצוות עשה...ואחד נשים חייבות"        

1) Can you give any examples of positive time bound commandments?

2) Why do you think women should be exempt from positive time bound commandments?

3) How do the words of Tractate Kidushin fit in with what we have seen until now?

C) הלכות אלפסי, מסכת ברכות דף א"י עמוד ב' עד י"ב עמוד א' 

1) What does the הלכות אלפסי say about תפילה that seems to be quite strange?

משנה תורה לרמב"ם, הלכות תפילה, פרק א', הלכות א'-ב'
2) Does the approach of the Rambam help to explain the Alphasi?

3) How will the Rambam explain our mishna in Tractate Brachot?

D) תוספות, מסכת ברכות, דף כ', עמוד ב', ד"ה בתפילה
שלחן ערוך, אורך חיים, סימן ק"ו, סעיף א', עד המילים "... מצוות עשה שלא הזמן גרמא"
