Mishnayot Tractate Brachot

Chapter One, Mishnah Three

A. Read and Analyze the Mishnah until the words “...שבני אדם עומדים”

  1. Where have we already seen the word יעמדו, albeit in a different form?

  2. Does it really mean “stand up”, as is found is some English translations?

  3. What word is assumed after the word יעמדו?

  4. How does  בית שמאיunderstand the words of the verse that the Mishnah quotes, and how is their interpretation different than any interpretation we have seen up until this point?

  5.In what place or context would קריאת שמע be said according to בית שמאי?

  6. Is it possible that  בית שמאי disagrees with the times for קריאת שמע  mentioned in    the previous two mishnayot?

  7. What is the exact definition here of כדרכו?

  8. According to which school of thought does the Mishnah ask ?אם כן למה
  9. Where have we already seen in this chapter the question אם כן למה?

10. What is the common denominator between the two appearances of the phrase אם כן למה?

11. According to בית הלל, what is the relationship between בשבתך בביתך ובלכתך בדרך on the one hand, and ובשכבך ובקומך on the other hand? 

12. Where have we already dealt with the definitions of בשעה שבני אדם שוכבים ובשעה שבני אדם עומדים? 

13. According to the words quoted from the Mishnah in the previous question, does it appear thatבית שמאי  would accept the times for קריאת שמע  that were set forth in the previous two Mishnayot?

14. What question of the type of  אם כן למה...  could have been asked on the position of בית שמאי?

15. Why do you think such a question wasn’t asked?

16. How do you think that בית שמאי could respond to such a question?

17. On the simplest level, what is the basic common denominator between the way בית הלל and  בית שמאיread the words ובשכבך ובקומך?

18. Psychologically, sociologically, and spiritually, what are the losses and gains of the approaches of בית הלל and  בית שמאי respectively?

19. What would appear to be wrong or illogical with the order in which the first three Mishnayot of this chapter appear?

20. How might we nevertheless explain the order in which these Mishnayot appear?

B. Read and analyze the rest of the Mishnah.

1. Does the case of Rabbi Tarphon relate toקריאת שמע  of the morning or of the evening?

2. Describe exactly the scenario brought here in the Mishnah!

3. Did Rabbi Tarphon really have to do what he did in order to fulfill the words of  בית שמאי?

4. If not, why did he do it?

5. In what sense did Rabbi Tarphon transgress the words of בית הלל?

6. Who is it that אמרו לו?

7. How might we explain the strong reaction of the rabbis to the deed of Rabbi Tarphon?

8. Why do you think that Rabbi Tarphon told his story; didn’t he know the flak that he would get?

